AMVETS POST 2006
Leesburg, FL
Membership Meeting
5 May 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk211194798]Roll Call of Officers -
Commander  	Bob Benderman	☐ Present    ☐ Absent   ☒ Excused
1st Vice President	Open			☐ Present    ☐ Absent   ☐ Excused
2nd Vice President	Daune Smith	☐ Present    ☐ Absent   ☒ Excused
Adjutant		Tim Sorady		☒ Present    ☐ Absent   ☐ Excused
Finance Officer	John Jarboe		☒ Present    ☐ Absent   ☐ Excused	
Judge Advocate	Tim Sorady		☒ Present    ☐ Absent   ☐ Excused
Provost Marshall	Charlie Thomas	☒ Present    ☐ Absent   ☐ Excused
Chaplin		Mark Leonard	☒ Present    ☐ Absent   ☐ Excused
PIO			Bob Peters		☒ Present    ☐ Absent   ☐ Excused	
Past Commander	Ronne McLarrin 	☒ Present    ☐ Absent   ☐ Excused

Call to Order
The regular meeting of AMVETS Post 2006 was called to order by Acting Commander Ronnie McLaren.
Opening Ceremony
· Chaplain delivered the opening prayer. 
· Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
· Commander read the AMVETS Constitution preamble in the Adjutant’s absence. 
· Adjutant read minutes of meeting from the Eboard. 

Opening Remarks
Acting Commander Ronne McLarrin shared a letter received regarding Scout, the post service dog. Scout is now one year old, healthy, active, and progressing well with training.
· Photos and the full letter will be posted on the bulletin board.
Officer Reports
Finance Officer – John Jarboe
· Finance report was not presented as end of month numbers not available.

Committee and Special Reports
Riders Group Report
· A recent fundraising ride was conducted to assist a local woman with terminal cancer.
· The event generated approximately 4,500 online responses and involved 69 motorcycles.
· A total of $2,616 was raised, and riders voted to increase the donation to $3,000.
· The check was presented during a ceremony in Clermont.
· The Riders Group emphasized its ongoing commitment to supporting veterans and the local community.
· Planning is underway for a September Brain Injury Awareness fundraising ride in cooperation with AMVETS and auxiliary groups.
· Additional riders are welcome to participate.
Trustees Report
· Trustees have begun regular inspections and oversight of the post facility.
· The committee reported that operations are progressing well and improvements are planned to make post functions more efficient.
· Trustees encouraged members to bring forward concerns and maintenance needs.
New Business 
Discussion was held regarding the Miss Leesburg Scholarship Program.
· It was noted that the post has supported the program annually for several years.
· Motion made and seconded to donate $500 to the Miss Leesburg Scholarship Program.
· Discussion included the program's annual distribution of approximately $15,000 in educational scholarships.
· Motion carried.

Bank Account Signatories
· Motion made to remove Les Moreland as an authorized signer on the post checking account.
· Motion made to add Bob Benderman and retain Commander Ronne McLarrin and Finance Officer John Jarboe as authorized signers.
· Motion was seconded.
· Motion carried.


Recognition of Former Bar Manager
· Discussion regarding the resignation of Bar Manager Paul Fairgreave.
· Members recognized his years of service and significant contributions to facility maintenance and operations.
· Motion made to present Paul Fairgreave and Shirley with a plaque and a gift certificate.
· Original amount of $100 was amended to $200.
· Motion carried.
Membership and Volunteer Assistance
· Member Gary offered assistance with membership system operations and record management.
· Acting Commander requested follow-up discussion after the meeting.
· Membership concerns and opportunities for increased member participation were discussed.
Bartender Training
· Discussion regarding required bartender training and compliance requirements.
· Motion made and seconded to approve training for bartenders and three trustees at a cost of $38 per person, totaling $342.
· Discussion included future policy considerations for new bartenders.
· Motion carried.
Veterans Brain Injury Initiative
· A member presented updates on several mobile applications developed to support veterans, civilians, and individuals with chronic health conditions.
· Volunteers were requested to test the applications and provide feedback.
· Applications include resources for veterans, AMVETS information, Florida post directories, bylaws, and contact information.
Good of the Order
Department and Convention Information
· Members were encouraged to attend department meetings and training opportunities.
· Information regarding required sessions, dress code requirements, and schedules was provided.
Post Maintenance
· Questions were raised regarding maintenance responsibilities for the ice machine and other equipment.
· Trustees will review maintenance needs and determine appropriate action.
Website and Communications
· The post website, calendar, and internet newsletter are currently being updated and revised.
D-Day Recognition
· Members were reminded that June 6 marks the anniversary of D-Day.
· A request was made to observe a moment of silence during the Chaplain's closing prayer in honor of those who lost their lives during the D-Day invasion.
Adjournment
Motion made and seconded to adjourn meeting.
Meeting adjourned.


______________________			_____________________
 Adjutant						Commander
